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About the Process 
Both the Wichita Bicycle Master Plan and the Pedestrian Master Plan include goals related to increasing 
the amount of walking and bicycling as well as improving the safety and comfort of these modes. While 
those plans focus on citywide goals, each of Wichita’s neighborhoods has its own unique conditions and 
priorities relating to walking and bicycling. Neighborhood Circulation Plans include recommendations for 
how to improve walking and biking to, from, and around a specific neighborhood. Neighborhood 
Circulation Plans are aligned with the Vision, Mission, and Values of the City of Wichita, and will help 
implement the goals and strategies of the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plans. 

Wichita Vision 
The City of Wichita is a leading-edge 
organization serving a dynamic and inclusive 
community. 

Wichita Mission 
NOTE: BOLDED AND ITALICIZED MISSION COMMITMENTS WERE
ESPECIALLY RELEVANT FOR THIS PROJECT. 

As an exceptionally well-run city, we will 
• Keep Wichita safe,
• Grow our economy,
• Build dependable infrastructure, and
• Provide conditions for living well

Wichita Values 
NOTE: BOLDED AND ITALICIZED VALUES WERE ESPECIALLY
RELEVANT FOR THIS PROJECT. 

To accomplish our mission, we anchor our work 
in our core values of trust and service. 

• Respect – demonstrating courtesy and
regard for all

• Empowerment – having freedom to make
informed decisions

• Ethics – being above reproach in our actions
• Stewardship – being a guardian of the

resources provided by those we serve
• Integrity – honoring commitments and

making our word our bond
• Engagement – having authentic

conversations and ensuring all voices are
heard

• Family -- we are in this together and we
care for one another

Pedestrian Master Plan Bicycle Master Plan 
Goals for each Master Plan 

• Provide a safe and welcoming pedestrian network
• Improve community accessibility and connections

for pedestrians
• Promote a citywide culture of walking

• Increase the amount of bicycling in Wichita
• Improve the safety of bicycles in Wichita
• Foster and promote a culture where bicycling is a

viable and accepted form of transportation
Relevant Strategies for Neighborhood Circulation Plans 

(Referenced by number in the Infrastructure Recommendations Section of this Plan) 
Strategy P3 – Focus Pedestrian Resources on 
Improving Safety at Intersections 
Strategy P4 – Provide sidewalks along Arterial Streets 
Strategy P5 – Improve Pedestrian Infrastructure near 
Senior Centers, Housing and Destinations 
Strategy P6 – Improve Safety by Improving Pedestrian 
Infrastructure near Schools 
Strategy P7 – Make Maintenance of Pedestrian 
Infrastructure a Priority 

Strategy B1 – Provide bicycle facilities on designated 
streets and off-street bicycle facilities 
Strategy B2 – Install a Signed Bicycle Route Wayfinding 
System 
Strategy B3 – Improve bicycle safety and access at 
arterial roadway crossings 
Strategy B24 – Prioritize funding to complete gaps 
(missing links) in the bikeway network 
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Strategy P8 – Plant and Maintain Street Trees 
Strategy P13 - Improve Pedestrian Connections to 
Transit 
Strategy P15 – Provide Pedestrian Wayfinding 
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1. Introduction to the neighborhood

Figure 1: Neighborhood Location 

Hilltop is a neighborhood located to the southeast of Downtown (Figure 1). For the purposes of this 
plan, it is defined as the area served by the Hilltop Association for Neighborhood Development and is 
bounded by E. Lincoln Street to the north, S. Bluffview Drive to the west, and Harry Street to the south; 
the eastern border falls between S. Terrace Drive and S. Pershing Drive. The Sedgewick County census 
tract that most closely coincides with Hilltop is Tract 37, which is roughly bounded by E. Lincoln Street to 
the north, S. Bluffview Drive to the west, E. Harry Street to the south, and Oliver Street to the east. The 
demographic information described below corresponds to that tract and is from the 2016 American 
Community Survey five-year estimates (US Census). 

Population 
• Dense population: Hilltop’s population density is

close to three times that of Wichita as a whole,
which is an important factor for determining
walkability.

• Young residents: Hilltop’s population skews
younger than the city overall, with a median age
four years younger. One-third of residents are

Population Hilltop Wichita 
Total population 1,570 388,033 

Population density 
(people/sq mi) 

6,664.1 2,435.9 

Median age 30.3 34.4 
Under 15 years 26.3% 22.0% 
15 to 17 years 7.9% 4.0% 
18 to 34 years 22.0% 24.8% 
35 to 64 years 37.0% 36.5% 

65 years and over 6.8% 12.7% 
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under 18, compared to about a quarter of the city as a whole. Young people especially need access 
to safe ways of getting around without a car.  

• Racially diverse: Hilltop is also more racially
diverse than the city overall, with a smaller
proportion of white residents and higher
proportions of Black, Asian, Multiracial, other races,
and Hispanic residents than in the city overall.

Income and Housing 
• Low incomes: Hilltop is a low-income

neighborhood; the median household income is 
only about half that of the City’s median. 

• Lower home ownership: Rates of home ownership
are lower than in the city overall; nevertheless, 
more than half of the units are owner-occupied. 

• High rates of vacancy: Hilltop suffers a housing
vacancy rate three and a half times higher than the 
city overall. Vacant homes can have a negative 
effect on feelings of safety and comfort for walking 
in a neighborhood. 

• Old housing stock: Many of the homes in Hilltop
were built in the 1940s; the pattern of development is also indicative of that time period.

• Low home values, and lower rents: Housing in Hilltop is relatively affordable compared to the rest
of the city, with a median home value nearly $100,000 lower than the city overall and lower median
rents. This is also reflected in the lower rate of housing cost-burdened households in the
neighborhood.

Transportation 
• Low rates of driving: Far fewer Hilltop

residents use private vehicles to 
transport themselves to work, and many 
of those who do are sharing rides. More 
than ten percent walk, bike, or take 
public transportation to work, compared 
to only 2.4 percent in the city. These 
individuals will benefit from 
improvement recommendations in this 
plan.  

• Fewer vehicles available: Low rates of
driving are consistent with the rates of 
vehicle ownership; nearly twenty 
percent of neighborhood households do not have access to a vehicle. 

Relevant Planning  
A neighborhood plan was produced for Hilltop in 2000, entitled “A revitalization plan for the Hilltop 
Neighborhood: 60 years of community in southeast Wichita”. The plan details the building of the 
neighborhood beginning in 1941, using “demountable houses” to house workers in Wichita’s aircraft 

Race and Ethnicity Hilltop Wichita 
White 61.1% 76.2% 

Black or African American 13.7% 11.3% 
Asian 14.3% 5.0% 
Other 6.8% 3.5% 

Two or more races 4.1% 4.0% 
Hispanic or Latino 18.9% 16.4% 

Income and Housing Hilltop Wichita 
Median household income $24,526 $46,775 

Number of housing units 946 168,793 
Owner-occupied units 53.1% 59.7% 
Housing vacancy rate 36.5% 10.4% 

Median year structure 
built 

1948 1971 

Median home value 
(owner-occupied units) 

$18,900 $120,800 

Median gross rent $637 $736 
Cost-burdened 

households* 
16.1% 26.2% 

*Households with housing cost over 30% of income

Transportation Hilltop Wichita 
Means of 

transportation to work 
Drove alone 60.9% 84.5% 
Carpooled 25.5% 8.6% 
Motorcycle 0.0% 0.2% 
Public transportation 3.8% 0.7% 
Bicycle 2.4% 0.3% 
Walk 4.0% 1.4% 
Other 2.7% 1.1% 
Work at home 0.7% 3.1% 

Vehicle availability by 
housing unit 

No vehicle 19.5% 7.0% 

1 vehicle 52.9% 36.4% 
2 or more vehicles 27.6% 56.6% 

Average commute 
time (min) 

21 18 
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industry. Although the plan is nearly twenty years old, many of the issues identified in the plan are still 
apparent today, including the lack of defined street curbs, lack of street lighting, and difficult alleys.  

Hilltop also falls within the boundaries of the “Neighborhood Revitalization Areas” and “Local 
Investment Areas” as outlined in the 2014-2018 Consolidated Plan of the Wichita Department of 
Housing & Community Services, making it is eligible for funding for infrastructure improvements under 
that plan. 

Community Organizations 
The Hilltop Association for Neighborhood Development is active within the neighborhood. The group 
meets monthly to discuss neighborhood matters. It also organizes neighborhood cleanups and events.
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2. Planning Process 
The Neighborhood Circulation Plan was developed through in-person and online engagement with the 
Hilltop community. In addition, GIS analysis along with in-depth fieldwork were performed to gather 
information on the current conditions for circulation in the neighborhood. The in-person engagement 
and fieldwork were performed on August 30 and 31, 2018. 

Demand Analysis 
A bicycle and pedestrian demand analysis was performed 
for the entire City of Wichita. The analysis considered eight 
prioritization factors, which were selected by the Wichita 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Board. Wichita’s 
neighborhoods were then ranked according to their level of 
pedestrian and bicycle demand. In this analysis, Hilltop  
ranked first.   

In-person Engagement 
During the two days of fieldwork, the project team hosted 
two open drop-in sessions for community members to 
attend and contribute their ideas. These were held at Dear 
Neighbor Ministries on S. Bluffview Drive on August 28, 
2018 from 4:30 to 6:00 PM; and on August 29, 2018 from 
12:30 to 2:00 PM. In addition, the project team attended a monthly meeting of the Hilltop 
Neighborhood Association on Tuesday, August 28 to discuss the project and complete some of the 
engagement activities. About twenty people participated in the in-person engagement sessions or had 
discussions with the project team during fieldwork.  

Participants had the opportunity to participate in three activities: 

Priority Ranking Pyramid: Participants ranked six 
elements of neighborhood circulation in the order of 
how important each element was to them personally. 
They placed icons corresponding to the six elements 
onto a pyramid shape, in order of preference. The 
aggregated results of that activity are shown in the 
sidebar to the right.  

  

Demand Analysis Factors  
Factors Weights 

Destinations 22.22% 

Pedestrian Crashes 16.67% 

Parks 16.67% 

Population Under 18 16.67% 

Employment Density 16.67% 

Transit Stops 5.56% 

Population Density 5.56% 

Priority Ranking Pyramid Results 
1. Safety 
2. Comfort 
3. Community Identity 
4. Connectivity 
5. Walkable and bikeable destinations 
6. Completeness DRAFT
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Treatment Preference Voting: A display board 
showed eighteen potential design treatments that 
could be applied to improve bicycle and pedestrian 
circulation in the neighborhood. Participants placed 
green stickers next to their three most preferred 
treatments for the neighborhood, and red stickers 
next to their three least preferred treatments. Results 
of the exercise are shown in the sidebar to the right.  

 

Mapping Routes and Points: A large map of the 
neighborhood, including sidewalks and existing and planned bicycle routes, was placed on display. 
Participants drew on the map to indicate the routes they currently walk or bike, destinations they walk 
or bike to (or would like to be able to do so), routes that are difficult for walking or biking, and specific 
points that present barriers to walking and biking. The results of this activity were combined with the 
online activity, described below.  

Online Engagement 
An online interactive “Wikimap” was available 
to the public to provide comments. Online 
participants completed the same mapping 
activities as in the in-person activity as 
described above. The in-person comments 
were also added into the Wikimap. The 
resulting information was used to target 
improvements at specific locations. Public 
engagement map responses are found in 
Figure 2. 

Fieldwork 
During the two-day site visit, the project team performed fieldwork to assess the conditions of the 
neighborhood’s streets, sidewalks and intersections. Using a mobile survey application, the team  
completed a pre-defined questionnaire for streets, sidewalks and intersections, block by block. That 
information was then converted into GIS data to produce the existing conditions maps in Figure 3. 

Treatment Preference Voting Results 
Most Preferred: 
• Sidewalks 
• High-visibility Crosswalks 
• Bicycle Parking 

Least Preferred: 
• Crossing Island 
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Figure 2: Public Engagement Map Responses 
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3. Existing Conditions 
This section includes a summary of the existing conditions of the sidewalks, streets and intersections in 
Hilltop as they relate to walking and biking. The information was gathered through a combination of 
fieldwork, GIS analysis, and community input. The key takeaway points are listed in the two sidebars at 
the end of this section. 

Street Grid 
In accordance with the neighborhood typologies 
described in the Pedestrian Master Plan, Hilltop falls 
into the “Grid and Curvilinear” typology. The border 
streets (S. Bluffview Drive and S. Terrace Drive) are s-
curves, with the other neighborhood streets running 
perpendicularly between them. The neighborhood is 
divided into three sections, with a park in the middle. 
The homes in each section are laid out in clusters of 
five, which are arranged around an open space in the 
middle, resulting in unpaved alleys (or “drives”) 
between each cluster to allow access to the homes. 
Home owners are responsible for maintenance of 
those alleys. There are also paved walkways running 
between the homes. The blocks are approximately 
990 by 750 feet, varying by the street geometry.  Most 
neighborhood streets do not have a raised curb or a 
gutter. Parking is allowed along most streets. The 
parking lane is often gravel, not well defined, and 
sometimes blends between the street and the 
sidewalk buffer. Lane markings are not painted. 
Residents mentioned that cars tend to speed down S. Terrace Drive and S. Bluffview Drive, especially 
around the curves. 

Bicycle Routes and Infrastructure 
There are no marked or signed bicycle routes in Hilltop. The closest bicycle route is the marked shared 
lane on Menlo Drive and Chautauqua Street about three-fourths of a mile to the west. The 
neighborhood’s perimeter streets have higher speed and volumes, and are not conducive to biking; 
however, the streets within the neighborhoods have lower speeds and could be ridden on comfortably. 

An unpaved parallel parking area on S. Bluffview Drive 
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Sidewalks 
Sidewalks are present on only one side of the street 
on all streets inside of the neighborhood. The north 
and south perimeter streets, E. Harry Street and E. 
Lincoln Street, have sidewalks on both sides of the 
street. S. Bluffview Drive has a sidewalk on the east 
side, and only a small section of sidewalk in front of 
Dear Neighbor Ministries and on the block between E. 
Wilma Street and E. Harry Street. The sidewalk widths 
are mostly between four and five feet. There are grass 
buffer strips between the sidewalks and street, which 
range from 3.5 to 30 ft wide. The most common 
sidewalk obstructions were vegetation pinch points, 
which included low branches, overgrown grass, and 
overgrown plants. Sidewalk quality is average to high. 
Street lighting is not directed towards the sidewalk, 
and residents commented on a lack of lighting in the 
neighborhood.  

As mentioned above, pathways are present running 
between the clusters of homes. However, most of the 
paths have not been maintained for some time and 
are overgrown with plants and have some damage to 
the concrete. Residents complained that people often use these pathways to escape the police or 
engage in drug-related activities.  It is also unclear to the residents who has the responsibility for 
maintaining these paths; some mention sharing maintenance responsibilities with neighbors, while 
other believed them to be the responsibility of the City. If well-kept and well-lite during evening hours, 
the paths could be a great way to increase walkability and community cohesion by reducing distances 
between blocks and providing a play space for kids. As they stand now, however, the pathways are more 
of a problem than a boon for the community. 

Intersections and Crossings 
The interior street intersections are two-way stop controlled, with the stop signs located on the east-
west streets and no stops on the north-south streets. There is a four-leg signal-controlled intersection at 
S. Bluffview Drive and E. Harry Street, a three-leg signal-controlled intersection at E. Harry Street and S. 
Georgetown Road, and a mid-block school crossing with a signal on E. Lincoln Street at S. Terrace Drive. 
There are no marked crosswalks in the neighborhood interior. The crossing at S. Terrace Drive is the only 
marked crossing of E. Lincoln Street. There are marked crossings at the signals on E. Harry Street, which 
are around 1,100 feet apart; however, residents reported that the countdown time allowed for crossing 
felt too short. Curb ramps are present at most intersections where sidewalks are present. However, not 
all curb ramps are ADA-compliant. 

An unmaintained neighbrohood pathway between houses 

DRAFT



Wichita Neighborhood Circulation Plan | HILLTOP  9 
 

Public Transportation 
Two bus routes serve the neighborhood: Route 22 (on 
E. Harry Street) and Route 29 (on E. Lincoln Street) 
Some of the bus stops on these roads have benches, 
bus racks, and ADA-compliant landing pads; while 
others have only signage and are not ADA-compliant. 
Bus stops are located approximately once every two 
blocks. 

Destinations 
One important neighborhood walking destination is 
Friendship Park, where the Hilltop Recreation Center 
and a playground are located. It is also the location of 
the Lord’s Diner, a food truck that comes every 
weekday evening to provide food to the homeless, 
many of whom arrive by bicycle. People mentioned 
walking to restaurants and stores along E. Harry 
Street. Dear Neighbor Ministries provides community 
services and has a large community garden that 
nearby neighbors access by walking. 

Crashes 
From 2013 to 2018, nine crashes involving bicyclists or pedestrians were reported in or immediately 
around the neighborhood, mostly along E. Harry Street.  Several community members mentioned that 
there had been a small boy hit by a car when crossing the street on his bicycle in front of the Hilltop 
Community Center.   During the fieldwork, on August 28, it was reported that a young man on a bicycle 
had been hit on E. Harry Street just a few blocks east of the neighborhood. 

Existing Conditions Key Points 

Neighborhood Circulation Opportunities 

• High rates of walking, biking and transit 
use. 

• Neighborhood cut-through pathways 
provide added connectivity (if well-
maintained). 

• Highly active neighborhood 
organization. 

• Community center in the middle of the 
neighborhood, and shopping 
destinations on southern perimeter. 

• Well-shaded streets. 

Neighborhood Circulation Issues 

• Infrequency of crossings of perimeter 
roads, making transit access and 
neighborhood permeability more 
difficult. 

• Speeding on Bluffview Drive and Terrace 
Drive. 

• Report of bicycle theft. 
• Sidewalk obstructions (mostly from 

overgrown vegetation). 
• Discontinuity of sidewalk network along 

edges of neighborhood. 
• Little lighting. 
• Sidewalks only on one side of street. 
• Maintenance and compliance issues. 

A bus stop with bike racks and bench on E. Lincoln Street 
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  Figure 3: Existing Conditions for Circulation 
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4. Recommendations 
In order to address the circulation challenges and improve circulation by walking, biking, and transit to, 
from and within the Hilltop neighborhood, the following improvements are recommended. 
Recommendations are categorized as infrastructure recommendations (route- or point-specific physical 
improvements) or non-infrastructure recommendations (programmatic or policy interventions). The 
Strategy # column refers to the corresponding Wichita Bicycle Plan or Wichita Pedestrian Plan strategy 
that is being applied through the recommendation. The assigned priorities are discussed further in 
Section 5: Implementation. 

Infrastructure Recommendations 
Infrastructure recommendations are categorized according to their location – on the sidewalk, at an 
intersection, or on the street. The recommendations are presented in a series of tables, with map 
reference numbers corresponding to the infrastructure recommendations map in Figure 4.  

Sidewalks 
Description Map 

# 
Location (s) Strategy 

# 
Priority 

• Complete sidewalk network where gaps 
exist. 
 

SW1 S. Bluffview Drive south of E. 
Lincoln Street (in front of Hilltop 
Urban Church) 

P5 Low 

SW2 S. Bluffview Drive north of E. Wilma 
Street (in front of Via Christi 
Hospital St. Joseph) 

P5 Low 

• Add sidewalks on the side of the street 
currently without sidewalks on S. 
Bluffview Drive and S. Terrace Drive 

SW3 S. Bluffview Drive between E. 
Lincoln Street and E. Harry Street 
(west side) 

P4 Low 

SW4 S. Terrace Drive between E. Lincoln 
Street and E. Harry Street (east 
side) 

P4 Low 

• Install bike racks with lighting. SW5 Hilltop Community Center (1329 S. 
Terrace Drive) 

B1 Medium 

• Plant street trees along E. Harry Street 
to provide shade and improve the 
pedestrian experience (in compliance 
with a new Street Tree program as 
described in recommendation NI2). 

SW6 E. Harry Street P8 Medium 

• Install pedestrian-oriented street 
lighting throughout neighborhood, 
including in Friendship Park. 

NW Throughout neighborhood P5 Medium 

• Bring all bus stops into ADA compliance NW E. Lincoln Street and E. Harry Street P13 Medium 
NW = Neighborhood-wide  

 

Intersections 
Description Map 

# 
Location (s) Strategy 

# 
Priority 

Reprogram existing pedestrian signals on E. 
Harry Street to allow adequate time to cross 
the street. 

I1 E. Harry Street and S. Bluffview 
Drive 

P3 High 

I2 E. Harry Street and S. Georgetown 
Street 

P3 High 

Add crosswalks across neighborhood 
perimeter roads to improve bus stop access 
and access in and out of the neighborhood, 

I3 E. Harry Street between S. 
Bluffview Drive and S. Georgetown 
Street (west of S. Terrace Drive, 

P3 High 
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using the Wichita Pedestrian Crossing 
Treatment Guidelines1 to determine 
adequate design. 
 

using middle turn lane for refuge 
island) 
o Currently 1102 ft between 

marked crossings 
I4 Lincoln Street at S. Bluffview Drive  

o Currently 1187 ft between 
nearest marked crossing and S. 
Bluffview Drive 

P3 High 

Add raised crosswalks across neighborhood 
street entrances to serve as a gateway 
feature and discourage speeding through 
the neighborhood. 

I5 S Bluffview Drive at E Harry Street P3 Medium 
I6 S Terrace Street at E Harry Street P3 Medium 
I7 S Bluffview Drive at E Lincoln Street P3 Medium 
I8 S. Terrace Drive at E. Lincoln Street P3 Medium 

Add a raised crosswalk with curb extensions 
in front of Hilltop Community Center to 
facilitate safe access 

I9 S. Terrace Drive between Menlo 
Drive and E Boston Street (directly 
in front of Hilltop Community 
Center) 

P3 Medium 

Install neighborhood traffic circles at 
intersections along S. Bluffview Drive and S. 
Terrace Drive. 

I10 S. Bluffview Drive and E. Boston 
Street 

 Medium 

I11 S. Terrace Drive and E. Boston 
Street 

 Medium 

ALTERNATIVE TO TRAFFIC CIRCLES: 
Alternate stop signs at intersections 
along S. Bluffview Drive and S. 
Terrace Drive so that motorists on 
both streets must stop at every 
other intersection. 

I12 S. Bluffview Drive and E. Bayley 
Street 

 High 

I13 S. Bluffview Drive and Menlo Drive  High 
I14 S. Terrace Drive and E. Bayley 

Street 
 High 

I15 S. Terrace Drive and Menlo Drive  High 
Mark standard crosswalks and stop bars at 
all stop-controlled intersections in 
neighborhood not described above, using 
the Marked Crosswalk Guidelines to 
determine adequate design. 

NW Throughout neighborhood P3 High 

Bring all curb ramps into ADA compliance. NW Throughout neighborhood P3 Medium 
 

Streets 
Description Map 

# 
Location (s) Strategy 

# 
Priority 

Mark centerline and parking lanes on S. 
Bluffview Drive and S. Terrace Drive to 
visually narrow the road and calm traffic 

ST1 S. Bluffview Drive from E. Lincoln 
Street to E. Harry Street 

 Medium 

ST2 S. Terrace Drive from E. Lincoln 
Street to E. Harry Street. 

 Medium 

  

                                                            
1 Wichita Pedestrian Crossing Treatment Guidelines, 2018 (Add a link once published) 
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Figure 4: Infrastructure Recommendations 
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Non-Infrastructure Recommendations 
ID 
# 

Recommendation Strategy 
# 

Priority 

NI1 Facilitate a community-led decision about whether to close or remove connector 
sidewalks. This decision ultimately needs to be made by neighborhood residents in 
conversation with the Wichita Police. If sidewalks are to remain and be a 
functioning part of the neighborhood pedestrian network, support the community 
in developing a program of regular maintenance; add lighting and way-finding, 
emergency call boxes (if personal safety is a concern).  
If sidewalks are to be closed, work with the community to close them off and clean 
up the space, transferring ownership to the adjacent landowners. 

P7 High 

NI2 Develop a city-wide street tree program for planting and maintaining shade trees 
along streets. A program should be developed in partnership with the Wichita 
Parks & Recreation Department Forestry program. It should follow urban forestry 
and street tree best practices and include guidance for tree planting to reduce the 
impact of roots on sidewalks. 

P8 Medium 

NI3 Conduct an bi-annual neighborhood cleanup day to trim overhanging trees and 
shrubs across sidewalks. The Hilltop Association for Neighborhood Development 
already performs neighborhood cleanups of trash; these could be expanded to 
perform maintenance on vegetation that has overgrown and is blocking sidewalks. 
Spring and fall clean-up days are recommended. 

P7 High 

NI4 Organize a neighborhood walking and/or biking group. Several residents 
expressed concern at walking or biking alone in the neighborhood. The community 
can form an organized group to walk or bike together through the neighborhood, 
both increasing their sense of safety and increasing the visibility of walking and 
biking in the neighborhood. 

 Medium 

NI5 Conduct a demonstration project of neighborhood traffic calming features. The 
traffic calming features as described in the infrastructure recommendations can be 
installed temporarily using low-cost materials. This can help test out their 
effectiveness and build support for them in the neighborhood before installing 
them permanently. 

 High 

NI6 Conduct a bicycle registration drive. Working with the Wichita Police, hold a 
public event to help residents register their bicycle serial numbers with the 
National Bike Registry. Registration can help stolen bicycles be identified and make 
them more difficult for thieves to sell. 

 High 
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5. Implementation Strategies 
Prioritization and Neighborhood Participation  
The recommendations in this plan were prioritized into high, medium, and low-priority categories 
according to neighborhood priority ranking, cost, and feasibility. Projects should be completed in order 
according to their priority as much as possible; however, the City should also leverage any other 
maintenance or infrastructure projects to implement coinciding recommendations. Related projects, 
such as marked crosswalks along a new recommended shared use bike path, should also be 
implemented in conjunction to ensure coherence in the network. 

Given the City’s budget cuts, one strategy to consider is to designate a set amount of funding for the 
neighborhood over a three-ear period to implement the top priorities of this plan.  This amount could be 
modest, but given the types of recommendations included in this plan, could make a significant 
difference. The neighborhood association could convene a review process each year to confirm or 
update priority projects. This would also allow the association to test some recommendations on a pilot 
basis (for example, recommendation NI5). 

Neighborhood residents and the Hilltop Association for Neighborhood Improvement will be key actors in 
implementing some of the non-infrastructure recommendations. Crucially, their neighborhood cleanup 
activities can be expanded to pay attention to sidewalk and vegetation maintenance issues. 

 

Community Partnership 
Given the high level of commitment to their neighborhood, support from City departments can be 
leveraged for the Neighborhood Association’s work.  The Department of Housing and Community 
Services can  help identify small grant opportunities that can fund community-based improvement 
activities such as bi-annual clean-ups and developing a stronger neighborhood identity through 
branding. 

 

Resources 

The below items are resources that may be useful for implementing the recommendations made in this 
plan. 

Street Tree Program Examples 
• Casey Trees, “Urban Tree Selection Guide”, https://caseytrees.org/resources-list/urban-tree-

selection-guide/  
• Vibrant Cities Lab, “Urban Forestry Toolkit”, http://www.vibrantcitieslab.com/toolkit/  
• Kansas Forest Service Community Forestry Program: 

http://www.kansasforests.org/community_forestry/ 
• Baltimore Tree Trust: http://www.baltimoretreetrust.org/  

Wichita Guidance 
• Wichita Bicycle Master Plan, http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/BicycleMasterPlan.aspx  
• Wichita Pedestrian Master Plan, http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/Pedestrian.aspx  
• Wichita Walkable Development Book, 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/5c4fc8_62663a470b2948398ee9f297f55123a4.pdf 

DRAFT
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• Wichita Pedestrian Crossing Treatment Guidelines (Add a link once published) 
• Wichita Street Design Guidelines, 

http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/PlanningDocument/Street%20Design%20Guidelines-Final.pdf  
• Wichita Multimodal Policy, 

http://www.wichita.gov/Planning/Pages/MultiModalPolicyandStreetDesignGuidance.aspx  

Sidewalk Maintenance Resources 
• Minnesota Walks, “Sidewalk Repair Funding Guide”, 

http://www.health.state.mn.us/divs/hpcd/chp/cdrr/physicalactivity/docspdfs/sidewalk-
repair.pdf
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6. Appendix – Public Comments 
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